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PLANT SHUTDOWNS

Spring Cleaning on an Industrial Scale

After the frost is gone and before summer’s heat sets in is
prime time for local refining and petrochemical industries
to take their process units out of service for a thorough
cleaning and repair.

nown as “shutdowns” or “turnarounds”, With the influx in people, an increase in traffic

these periods of intensive maintenance can be expected, particularly at the beginning

work typically last a month or two. and end of a shift. Specialized equipment
Processing units operate 24 hours per day, seven including cranes and heavy machinery may also
days a week, often for years at a time. Planned need to travel local roads. Companies work to

shutdowns are scheduled well in advance so that  control traffic by bussing workers from parking
along with maintenance work, projects to improve lots to the job site and providing extra traffic-
reliability and environmental control.

performance, or to increase production,
can happen at the same time. A
number of CAER-member companies
will be shutting down their operations
for maintenance this spring, while
others will wait until fall — another peak
season for plant turnarounds.

Flaring also increases during
turnarounds, typically at the
beginning, when hydrocarbons are
removed from the process units so
that they can be worked on safely. .
Flare systems safely burn gases at an For details on planned
extremely high temperature, minimizing

emissions to the atmosphere. Flaring ShUtdOWﬂS VISIt our WebSIte

may also increase as the units are at
started up. WW\W.Caer.Ca.

Extra measures are taken to control
odours that can be emitted
when units are drained and
steam-cleaned. The potential for
noise and accidental releases
also increases during turnarounds;
so, extra monitoring is put in

The top priority during a shutdown is
safety. The goal is ZERO incidents
that harm people or the environment
and minimal disruption to the
surrounding community. The shutdown
team of process, maintenance, design
and construction specialists may spend
a year or more planning the work
requirements to ensure a safe and
orderly shutdown and startup.

Here are some things you should know about a place. For example, the Sarnia Lambton
shutdown: Environmental Association’s mobile-air
monitor is often moved to a shutdown
Shutdowns require many workers —500 to location to measure for chemicals at the
1000 trades people are not unusual. Often, plant’s fence line.
recruits from communities across Canada and
the U.S. supplement the local workforce to get Many CAER companies inform their
the job done. When the workforce doubles or neighbours and the public about an
triples in size, focus has to remain on safety. upcoming shutdown through letters and
Prior to the shutdown, all workers complete media notices, advertising their community-
training through the Industrial Education contact information. Neighbours are
Cooperative (IEC) as well as company-specific encouraged to call the company if they see, = ol : ; T =
training. This emphasis on safety makes smell or hear anything unusual or that Planned shutdowns are opportune times to add new technology for environmental
Sarnia’s manufacturing sector one of the safest causes them concern. This ensures improvements. Ihis photograph, shows, a, new, highseficiency lows NG heater
: : : being installed on a reformer unit at the Shell refinery in 2005.
in the world. prompt action will be taken.

Understanding How CAER Works

To help understand how CAER is working for you in the community, each issue of the
Community Report will profile a different committee within the CAER organization.

CAER Community Awareness Committee SAS D=l R e

The CAER Community Awareness Committee represents the CA in the acronym CAER Board of Directors |

CAER. It is comprised of volunteers from the industrial and municipal organizations

that participate in mutual aid. The purpose of the CAC is to educate the residents of T Working Committee |
Lambton County and St. Clair County (Michigan) through direct communication and CAER Administrator -~ =

participation in programs, activities and events that will increase community knowledge

arou nd : Administrative Assistant I

® The hazards of chemicals handled by Lambton County industries and member
companies including municipalities.

® The recommended response to emergency situations including industry incidents
and severe weather such as tornados. = Security Sub-committee

f |

Community Awareness Committee | CVECO Executive | Response Review Committee I

|

® The ability of municipal and industrial emergency groups to respond to incidents i ees Fire Sub-committee |
as part of the mutual aid system. Traffie Sub-committee |

To learn more about the committee and the mandate of CAER visit our web site at - < Pipeline Sub-committee |

Www.caer.ca.

@ Printed on recycled paper that includes 15% post-

CAER Community Report - Spring/Summer, 2006 consumer fibre using non-toxic, vegetable-based inks.
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